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House of Representatives FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS CONMSSION
Washington, D.C. 20515 OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Dear Congressman Crapo:

This is in reply to your letter of March 23, 1993, regayding the Notice of
Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992).
Specifically, you are concerned about the potm ect of the proposals
for low power private land mobile radio users on radic control model airplane
hobbyists.

In brief, we anticipate that these proposals will have no impact on model
airplane users. Model airplane users have shared spectrum on a secondary
basis with industrial users for over 25 years. The low power industrial user
and the radio control model airplane hobbyists effectively share spectrum
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exactly co-channel with_industrial users and, to the best of our knowledge,
there has never been a case of interference between these classes of users.

I have enclosed the Repoxt and Order in GEN Docket 82-181, 47 FR 51875 (1982),
which provided the current S0 channels for radio controlled model airplanes
and a copy of the proposed power restrictions. This Report and Order
specifically discusses spectrum sharing between industrial plant operations
and radio control devices (gsee, for example paragraph 11). The proposed power
limitations, which would be unchanged from current rules, among other things,
requires direct mounting of antennas on the transmitters. This prevents truly
mobile operations by prohibiting construction of the type of base station
necessary for dispatch or mobile phone operations. 1In sum, our proposals in
the Notice would have no impact on this sharing arrangement that has allowed
the expansion of the model aeronautics industry. :

We want to thank you for your interest. Your letter will be included in the
formal recoxrd of the proceeding. Once all comments have been filed, we will
craft final rules to carefully balance the needs of all user groups, including
those of remote control model airplane hobbyists. We expect final rules to be
issued in 1994.

Sincerely,
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Edward R. Jacobs
Deputy Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave
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MICHAEL D. CRAPO

Congress of the Wnited Htates o 1Y

Bouse of Repregentatives
Washington, BEL 20515-1202

March 23, 1993

Mr. James Quello

Acting Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. St.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear James:

I am writing tc express the concerns of wodel airplane users
regarding the proposed rules under FCC Docket 92-235. Both
model airplane manufacturers and the 2,400 chartered clubs of
the Academy of Model Aeronautics have indicated that new rules
will cause harm to model airplane radio frequency use.

Despite FCC staff assurance that the new frequencies are
destined for industrial plant operations and not "mobile" in
the sense of transmitters moving about at will, the document
does not support this limited use statement. Over 500,000
radio systems are sold each year for model use on the 72 and
75 MHz bands. Not only would interference from land mobile
units compromise the control of these radio operated model
airplanes, but the increased price of new radio systems for
model airplane hobbyists would be prohibitive.

Thank you for your consideration of the views put forth by the
model airplane industry. I look forward to the FCC's continued
support of model airplane users.

Sincerely,

-

Michael D. Crapo
Member of Congress
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